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We had such a lovely Children In Need Day on Friday and I am so pleased 

that we have raised £400 in donations so far. If you still wish to donate 

there is still time! We will close the donations a week tomorrow on School 

Money. After this time, we will remove any outstanding donations from 

your account. The children really enjoyed the day in school, even though it 

was a little different from previous years. In yesterday's music assembly I 

shared with the children the Children In Need BBC 2 single, ‘Stop Crying 

Your Heart Out’ by Allstars. You can watch this too on the BBC 2 website. I 

thought it was lovely and I came up with the idea that it would be nice to 

have our own song that reflects our school. I have set a competition for the 

children and families to suggest a song for Lanesend that we could record. I 

have already had one suggestion from a grandparent which was ‘When 

You're Smiling’ by Jersey Budd, which can also be found on YouTube. If you 

have a song suggestion that you would like to add then the closing date 

will be the 1st December. As always there will be a prize for the winning 

song choice! 

I hope that you enjoyed the kindness hearts that came home on Friday 

and that they have been placed on doors or gate posts to share a little bit 

of kindness in our community. I also shared with the children yesterday 

that whilst walking home on Tuesday evening (quite late and dark!) a 

rather large dog appeared around Daisy and did not want to leave us! As 

we were trying to walk away, a young teenager approached and asked if it 

was my dog. I explained it was not and he offered to hold the dog to try 

and find it’s home to enable us to walk on safely. I was so overwhelmed by 

this act of random kindness that I wanted to share it as I hope that maybe 

this young teenager is an older brother or relative of one of our families 

and my appreciation and gratitude could be passed on. Thank you so much 

for your kindness.  

Having started to walk to and from school regularly, something that 

really upsets me is the amount of dog mess on our streets and around 

our community. I know we have in years gone by tried to campaign to 

clean up after our dogs and Island Roads are getting slightly fed up of me 

calling them to come and clean this up. How can we get our people who 

live in our community to clear up after their dogs? Suggestions are most 

welcome as I value our community and I would love us all to enjoy it 

without fear of stepping in a poo! 

I had a lovely comment from one of our families, who after reading our 

newsletter last week signed up for Studybugs. They were really pleased 

with how easy it was to use and to inform the school of their child’s 

absence. This was pleasing to hear as I do believe that we are the first 

school on the Isle of Wight to use Studybugs. So don’t forget to sign up by 

downloading the Studybugs app from the app store. 

I had some very proud news this week! Every year, we take part in a 

writing comparison programme called ‘No More Marking’. This is the 

third year we have taken part. Year 3 were the first group of children to 

complete their writing assessment this year and their results came in and 

the progress they have shown from Year 1 has just been amazing!  

The highlight being that in Year 1, 49% of the children were at an expected 

level of writing. Now in Year 3, their expected level of writing has risen to 

71%. This shows that the focus that we have had with all our different 

writing initiatives is having an impact and that is all we want; to give our 

children the very best skills. Not only for now, but for life. So well done Year 

3. We are very proud of you!  

Next Thursday is our Thanksgiving Day and we have a special Thanksgiving 

menu of Turkey Roast with American Apple Pie! During the day, the 

children will be performing their Harvest Celebration of the first 

Thanksgiving in America. This will be videoed and shared with you hopefully 

by the end of the day or at the latest by Friday. As we are unable to bring in 

food donations this year, maybe I could suggest that on a shopping trip you 

buy a donation to the foodbank and place it in their basket on the way out. 

Just to reassure families, we are aware of the history following the first 

Thanksgiving and we will explore this appropriately with the children at 

their different ages. I have also been asked if children have to dress up as 

pilgrims and we have said that they can come in as pilgrims or dressed from 

the era of 1620, this includes Native Americans. I look forward to seeing 

everyone dressed up next week!  

Christmas is coming! I cannot avoid talking about it now, especially as there 

are so many decorations up in houses up in the community which is lovely! 

We have received the gift orders from Classfundraising and we have also 

received the school photographs which are currently in quarantine. The 

plan is to have collection tables for different year groups on different days 

so that we do not mix collection bubbles. From Monday afternoon (weather 

permitting!) we will set up collection tables for Reception (outside the 

Reception gate), Year 3 (at the front gates) and Year 2 (at the side gate 

along the alley). On Tuesday morning we will do Year 1 (at the side gate 

along the alley) and Year 4 (at the front gate) and Tuesday afternoon we 

will do Year 5 (at the main gate). Wednesday morning we will do Year 6 

(at the main gates). We will send a text to remind you which day your 

collection is.  

The Christmas raffle competition is heating up! Do not forget you can still 

buy your tickets! We have some fabulous prizes to be won and you have to 

be in it to win it! A Christmas lunch survey will be coming out shortly with 

the menu choices. We will be running Christmas lunch over four days so 

that the children can come into the hall and experience our Christmas lunch 

in a familiar way (but in their bubbles). On their Christmas lunch day they 

will also have the opportunity to visit our Christmas grotto. We will have our 

Christmas Jumper Day for everybody on Friday 18th December, the last 

day of term. I will send out a letter with more details of performances and 

events in the next week or so.  

Thank you so much to all the people who have completed the Family 

Survey. We value your responses. Do not forget you can put your name 

forward to be a Parent Trustee. The details came out this week. Please 

email Margaret.Henshaw@lanesendpri.iow.sch.uk with your applications! 

It is nice that it is dry, cold and sunny! It is definitely feeling more wintery! 

Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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What’s going on this week? 

Personal trainer, Joe Wicks announced on social media that he 
will be returning to recording his exercise class - Wake Up With 
Joe. Joe says he wants to help us to get a bit more exercise in 
our lives. Apart from keeping our bodies healthy, experts say 
that working out promotes positivity and good mental health. 
The sessions started on Monday November 9th and are running 
each Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 6am on his YouTube 
channel. 

Main question: 

What are the best ways for us to keep active? 

This week’s debate... 

Dates for your Diary  

Fri 20th Nov  A Whole New World Week 9 

Mon 23rd Nov Investigator—Chicken and  

    Compost 

Thurs 26th Nov Thanksgiving and Harvest  

    Celebrations 

Thurs 26th Nov Pilgrimage Dress Up Day 

GENTLE REMINDER:   

Please park considerably when collecting or dropping 

off. There have been some complaints regarding  

parking on double yellow lines and on corners which is 

not safe for our community. Thank you so much.  

We have our very own Lanesend Primary 

School YouTube channel! Here we post 

our assemblies, Trickbox exercises, Open 

Lessons and so much more. This is a great 

way to keep up to date with activities in 

school and you can even watch it with 

your child together at home.  
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Gryffindor 

are in the 

lead this 

week in our 

House 

Points.  

 

Well done 

Team 

Gryffindor! 

WOW! What a win this week for Slytherin House who have 

led this week’s House Point totals by a huge 551 points. 

Well done Team Slytherin! 

Well done to Ashleigh 

Cox who was chosen 

for her Hot Chocolate 

with the Head for her 

kindness to others.  

 

A huge well done to 

Scarlett Sheasby for 

her thoughtfulness 

and kindness work 

this week. 
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Next week in school we 

are celebrating  

Thanksgiving on Thursday 

26th November. Use this 

tree to write down all the 

things you are thankful 

for. 
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Do not forget to download the       

Studybugs app to your phone to 

report any absences to us. 

‘A better, safer way to report 

when your child is sick and off 

school’ 

Last week’s  Answer:  

3. 
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Lanesend Parent Trustee Vacancy 

From time to time the board advertises for a Parent Trustee (governor) 

on our Board of Trustees. Nominations are invited, either by a parent 
nominating themselves or by someone else who has parental 

responsibility for a pupil currently registered at the school. If more nominations are 
received than we have vacancies, a ballot will be held. 

What does a Trustee do? 

The Board of Trustees are responsible for both the conduct of the school and for 

promoting the high standards that we expect for, and from our pupils. The Board 
carries out its role by setting the vision for the school and then ensuring that the school 
works efficiently and effectively towards achieving its vision. It does this by building a 
thorough knowledge of the school and its community, by both supporting and 
constructively challenging the school, and by ensuring accountability and compliance. 

Who are the Trustees? 

Currently the Board at Lanesend has space for twelve Trustees; made up of Mrs Sice 

as Principal, two Parent Trustees, two Staff Trustees and several Co-opted or 
Member-appointed Trustees.  

Why become a Parent Trustee? 

Being a Trustee is a challenging but hugely rewarding role. It will give you the chance 
to make a real difference to the children, give something back to the local community 
and use and develop your skills in a board-level environment. Parents are an important 

source of support for Lanesend and the school is more effective if there is regular and 
positive dialogue with parents. You will also be joining the largest volunteer force in 
the country; currently there are over a quarter of a million volunteers governing state 
funded schools in England. 

What qualifications do I need to have? 

There are no formal qualifications needed, however, the one essential requirement is 

an interest in, and commitment to, the education of our pupils. Trustees need not be 
experts in the field of education but will need the necessary skills, character and time 
to contribute. 

Skills that would be advantageous to have are: the ability to build relationships with a 
range of people, to be able to work as part of a team, to be able to question, be 
discreet, open minded and fair, and to make connections between different types of 
information. 

Lanesend benefits from a range of professional knowledge on their Board including 
education, finance, human resources, public relations, property and estate 
management, and organisational change.  
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Nomination Form for Parent Trustee vacancy at Lanesend Primary School 

 

Please enter in BLOCK LETTERS, the name and address of the person being 

nominated: 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent of Pupil/s: ___________________________________________________ 

 

Signature of proposer (if different to nominee): ____________________________________ 

 

Name and address of proposer (if different to nominee): 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

I wish to submit my nomination for the election of parent trustee at Lanesend Academy. 

I confirm that I am willing to stand as a candidate for election (if there is more than one nominee) as a 

parent trustee and that I am not disqualified from holding office for any of the reasons set out on page 

2. 

Signature …………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Date .…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Completed nomination forms must be returned to the school office, addressed to Margaret 

Henshaw, Clerk to the Trustees, before the deadline of 3pm on Monday 16th November 2020. 

Eligibility to stand as (and vote for) a Parent Trustee 

• The definition of a “parent” for this purpose includes (1) all natural parents, whether they are 

married or not (2) any person who, although not a natural parent, that has parental 

responsibility for a pupil currently registered at the school and (3) any person who, although 

not a natural parent, has legal responsibility of a pupil currently registered at the school. 

• A person may be appointed as Parent Trustee if they are a parent (as defined above) of a 

currently registered pupil at the school. 

• Parent Trustees must be aged 18 or over. 

• All parents (as defined above), regardless of their age, are entitled to vote in a parent trustee 

election 
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